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Broadcast Operations 
C-band Takes Another Hit 

 

By Karen Johnson 
 

[May 2018] Each week seems to raise another 

“warning” for broadcasters. The industry is 

well-known for not speaking with one voice on 

many issues, but satellite reception is one which 

should have common responses from everyone, 

according to Karen Johnson. 

 

Touting it as “good news,” last Thursday FCC 

Chairman Ajit Pai announced that at the sched-

uled July 12, 2018 Federal Communication 

Commission’s meeting he intends to put up for a 

vote a proposal to “make more use” of what is 

commonly referred to as C-band spectrum, 

seemingly inferring his willingness to free up 

some or all of the middle band spectrum (3.7-

4.2 GHz) for the wireless industry. 

 

This, in spite of the fact that the FCC will not 

have a complete picture regarding the number of 

C-band receive earth stations in the US until 

July 18 – a week after the proposed vote now on 

the docket for July 12.  

 

Industry experts believe there are anywhere 

from 25 to 30,000 C-band earth stations in the 

US and that most, if not all, would  be adversely 

affected by a proposed “sharing” of these 

frequencies with broadband. 

 

DETAILS ABOUT PAI’S STATEMENT 

 

The proposed 5G broadband encroachment into 

the C-band spectrum - and the FCC’s less-than-

encouraging announcement last week - has left 

many of us in the broadcast community even 

more discouraged and disheartened about the 

future of radio and television in the US.  

 

FCC Chairman Ajit Pai spoke to the Wireless 

Infrastructure Association Connectivity Expo 

late last week in Charlotte, NC. There, Pai spe-

cifically addressed the dual connectivity chal-

lenges of infrastructure and spectrum associated 

with 5G, and the current barriers broadband 

faces in the global race for 5G dominance. 

 

The FCC Chair stated he believed the FCC “had 

a roll to play” by “making it easier” to deploy 

5G by removing policy barriers - current wire-

less infrastructure rules that he has deemed 

“antiquated” - so physical infrastructures for 

network deployment could occur.  
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Pai also spoke openly about “freeing up” spec-

trum - including frequencies identified as C-

band (3.7-4.2 GHz) for wireless services. Then 

he announced his intent to put up a notice for 

proposed Rulemaking (NPRM).  

 

Though details regarding the proposal have not 

been released, given recent comments made by 

more than one Commission member, one can 

assume the proposal will favor the interests of 

the broadband industry. If Pai’s proposal passes, 

then those potentially impacted have 60 days to 

try to sway the Commission before a final vote 

is called.  

 
THE REAL IMPACT OF 5G  

 

The US, being a leader in the development of 

5G broadband, is seen as an opportunity too 

profitable to pass up.  

 

According to Chairman Pai, industry experts 

predict 5G will have a major financial impact on 

the American economy, adding $500 billion in 

US economic growth. Who would not want to 

support an economic shot in the arm such as 

this? 

 

Yet, to deploy 5G, the broadband industry says 

they access to multiple spectrums, including 

prime mid-band frequencies currently populated 

by C-band. 

 

C-Band downlinks have not been required to 

register with the FCC for several decades. Be-

cause of this,  the Commission is under the false 

impression these frequencies are under-popula-

ted, and that the exact number of C-band earth 

stations is much smaller than current industry 

estimates of 25,000 to 30,000. 

 
OUR TAKE ON THE ISSUE  

 

In less than two months, the registration period 

for C-band earth station downlinks will end - yet 

not before the expected Notice for Proposed 

Rule Making on the proposal.  

As of this week, the FCC officials are saying 

that approximately 5,000 C-band downlinks are 

currently registered with the government agen-

cy. If registration does not reflect reality, then 

the broadcast industry is - in essence - wrapping 

a big, red bow around C-band frequencies 3.7-

4.2 GHz and handing it over to broadband.  

 

It is very possible that the FCC proposal will 

recommend that 5G be allowed to operate with 

little or no limitations within the same frequen-

cy ranges as C-band in the US. If that happens, 

the industry as a whole will have lost any oppor-

tunity we may have had to influence the FCC 

because some of us were either too busy, too 

indifferent, or too jaded, to register. 

 

The only chance we have as an industry to influ-

ence the FCC is to register each and every C-

band earth station. Right now. Today!  As com-

plicated - and yes, dissuading - as the process 

seems to be, registering your downlinks is the 

only way the FCC will definitely know that your 

downlink(s) exists.  

 

That is why industry leaders say it is imperative 

you continue to register your C-band downlinks. 

Again, you have until July 18, 2018 to do so.  

 

 

 

 

http://www.comrex.com
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There is a $435 registration fee per downlink 

earth station. However, if you are a Non-Com-

mercial Educational (NCE) and your FRN indi-

cates this designation, the $435 registration fee 

should be waived. 

 

WE ARE HERE TO HELP.  

 

If you need some assistance filing your regis-

trations or you have a question about infor-

mation you are asked to supply on the form, 

please ask us and we will try to clarify.  

 

Broadcasters should defend free radio and tele-

vision communications. Not only it is our lively-

hood, but access to free entertainment has been 

the right of every American since broadcasting 

started early in the last century.  

 

If this NPRM comes out in favor of Broadband 

in July perhaps it is time to awaken our audi-

ence to this issue.  

 

For those of you who want to make a Comment 

to the FCC, use Docket WTB 18-122 

 

- - -  

 

Karen Johnson and her husband / business part-

ner Mark Johnson are principals of LinkUp a 

company specializing in satellite technology.  

 

A broadcaster and entrepreneur, Karen has 

spent two decades championing the power of 

satellite to deliver broadcast-quality radio and 

video that is live and immediate. Contact Karen 

at karen@linkupcommunications.com 

 

 

- - - 

 

If you find articles like this useful, we invite you to subscribe to the  

one-time-a-week BDR Newsletter, It takes just 30 seconds if you click here. 
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