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The Maintenance Shift
A Quick Test for Power FETs

By Burf Weinr

[June 2015] Sometimes all it takes is a deceptively simple test to discover if an active part is good or
bad. Burt Weiner offers such a quick test to help troubleshoot a FET you may have seen.

This is how | test an IRF-350 Power FET commonly used in AM Broadcast
transmitters. This is a simple test that has proven to be very meaningful.

Wet finger and touch across
the (Source) pin and the FET's
case (Drain). The FET should
turn on.

Wet finger and touch across
this FET pin (Gate) and the
FET's case (Drain). The FET
should turn off.

Red: Positive lead on Simpson model 260 VOM to the FET's Case (Drain).
Black: Negative lead on Simpson model 260 VOM to the FET's Source.

Set VOM to: R x 10,000 Ohms for test.



Burt 1. Weiner Associates has been serving the Los Angeles broadcast community for many years. His
web page is: www.biwa.cc

Do you enjoy tech tips like this? If so, you are invited to join the one-time-a-week BDR Newsletter.
Just click here and sign up — it takes only 30 seconds.
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