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Focus on Regulation 

The Public File – A Good or Bad Thing?  

 

By Michael Dudding 
 

[March 2015] Among the most often violated 

rules, according to citations issued by the FCC, 

are those related to the Public Information File. 

Even so, Station Owner Michael Dudding thinks 

it has its place – and that place is not on the 

Internet.  

 

What is wrong with this picture? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                  
What do you think? 

 

Actually, that was sort of a trick question. There 

is absolutely nothing wrong here. What you see 

is a typical "Public Information File" as found in 

virtually every broadcast station, nationwide.  

 

Pasted on the front of each file folder, we have a 

summary of what is required in each file as per 

the FCC Rules and Regulations, specifically 

Section 73.3626 and 73.3527.  Among the near-

ly 4.000 words (for the commercial stations, the 

non-commercial station requirements are a bit 

less), there is spelled out what needs to be in the 

Public Inspection File. 

 

Simply put, the Public Inspection File contains 

information about the station ownership and op-

eration. Some are pretty straightforward: one 

file contains your coverage contour, another, the 

FCC publication “The Public and Broadcast-

ing.” Some of the Public File requirements are 

highly detailed, like how the station has met the 

EEO rules, complete with its own rule section 

(73.2080).  
 

Most, though, take a modest amount of time to 

keep current, but do need regular attention.  

 

https://www.thebdr.net/articles/fcc/insp/EW.html
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DOES IT HAVE A PLACE? 

 

One might view the Public Inspection File as a 

nuisance.  

 

However, if you take a step back and consider, 

it can be a great tool for radio owner/operators 

to have and use to be in compliance with the 

FCC Rules and Regulations. 

 

Combined with rest of the items in the FCC 

Self-Inspection Checklists, the contents of the 

Public Inspection File can give a clear view of 

how the station is being operated. Indeed, they 

form the basis for both the FCC and the Alter-

native Broadcast Inspection Program (ABIP) 

inspections.  

 

Another way to look at it: Any station can do a 

self-inspection at any time and, if done honestly, 

be able to rest assured they will not have any 

problems with the Enforcement Bureau. 

 
ON THE OTHER HAND 

 
After all this work, how often is the Public In-

spection File really accessed? For most stations, 

the answer is “not very.” 

 
In fact, in my 43 years of broadcasting, only 

once, just one time, (1!), has anyone from the 

general public looked at a specific file. And that 

is because I told them they could find the infor-

mation they were looking for by checking in our 

Public Inspection File. 

 

I am not alone. I used to belong to a group of 

small market radio broadcasters and the Public 

Inspection File was occasionally a topic of dis-

cussion. Yet, I cannot remember if any station 

owners had indicated anyone from the public 

sector had asked for a document from their Pub-

lic Inspection File. 

 

Checking with larger market folks, it seems that 

aside from FCC inspectors, the Public Inspec-

tion File seems to be accessed mostly by politi-

cal operatives seeking information on other can-

didates and their advertising or activist groups 

looking for errors to report to the FCC. 

 

WHAT REALLY IS WRONG 

 

But here is what really is wrong: There is a plan 

in the works at The Federal Communications 

Commission (and US Government?) to have 

these files from licensed radio station posted on-

line on the FCC website. 

 

One thing is for sure: it certainly is going to take 

up a lot of time and effort on the part of stations, 

as well as a lot of bandwidth space on the Inter-

net. (Existing Public Inspection File posting re-

quirements for TV stations posted on the web 

have already resulted in problems with the FCC 

servers.) 

 

There seems to be little logical reason for this. 

As noted, aside from one or two specific groups, 

there is little public interest in the Public Inspec-

tion Files. And the only other use that comes to 

mind would be an automated way for the En-

forcement Bureau to check and assess fines for 

stations that miss an on-line posting deadline for 

something by a day or two. 

 

The FCC can, and should, do better for the sta-

tions it regulates. 

 
 

 
 

http://www.nautel.com/solutions/am-nx-series-25-50kw/?utm_source=BDR+Articles&utm_medium=Banner&utm_campaign=NX+LP
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- - - 

 

Michael Dudding is the owner of KDSN, Denison, IA, a member of the Iowa Broadcast Asso-ciation, 

and an active broadcaster for 30 years.  Email Michael at: mdudding1@hotmail.com 

 

- - - 

Would you like to read more articles like this? You are invited to receive the BDR Newsletter. It is one- 

time-a-week only, so there is no inbox flooding. Click here to sign up. It takes only 30 seconds.  
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